Role of the surface electrocardiogram in the diagnosis of patients with supraventricular tachycardia.
In this era of interventional electrophysiology, the accuracy of the electrocardiogram in diagnosis of supraventricular tachycardia could be improved by detailed endocardial mapping and confirmed by results of radiofrequency catheter ablation. This article describes the electrocardiographic characteristics for different types of supraventricular tachycardia: atrial fibrillation, atrial flutter, atrial tachycardia, atrioventricular reciprocating tachycardia using an accessory pathway, and atrioventricular node reentrant tachycardia. Several limitations, including the identification of P wave morphologies and polarities and separation between the terminal part of T wave and P wave during tachycardia, should be resolved before an accurate algorithm of the 12-lead surface electrocardiogram is developed for the diagnosis of supraventricular tachycardia.